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BULGARIANS R
FRENCHIN BATILE
NEARPRILIP CLAIM

Berlin Also Claims Steady
German Advance, and Cap-
ture of 2,700 Serbs.

NISH FORTIFICATION
UNDER ENEMY’S FIRE

Serbians Reported Victorious in
Three Fiercely Contested Battles

for Babuna Pass.

INVADERS' LOSSES ARE GREAT

Austro-German Armies, as Well as
Those of King Ferdinand, Pay
Dearly for Advances,

Is Claim.

BERLIN, November 5,
by wireless to Sayville,
N. Y.—Advances all along
the line by the Teutonic
forces invading Serbia are
announced in today'’s official
statement by German army
headquarters. The capture
of 2,700 Serbians is reported.

The Bulgarians have com-
pletely defeated at a point
northeast of Prilip. the
French forces which were
ianded at Saloniki. Part of
the French contingent was
routed and the others were
made prisoners. The first
of the French prisoners have
arrived at Kustendil

LLONDON, November 5—The
invading Bulgarians are reported
to have reached a point six miles
northeast of Nish and bombarded
advanced forts. They also have
advanced among the hills east
and southeast of the city to posi-
tions almost as near. The cap-
ture of Nish-Kavola is claimed.
The Germans on the north Ser-
bian front are not so fortunate in
their attack, but are slowly press-
ing back their opponents.

The promised assistance for the
Serbians is now materializing, ac-
cording to advices from Saloniki,
and two -divisions of British
troops have arrived at Strumitsa,
joining the French,

Generally speaking, the dis-
patch states, the situation of the
Serbians is extremely critical, but
it is declared that ii they are able
to hold out a little longer the sit-
ion will take on an altered
complexion.  Further reinforce-
ments ol allied treops are bcing"
moved rapidiv forward.

The Serbians are holding the
line west of Uskup and Kuprulu
(Veles) and along the Babuna
mountains. The railway is safe
from Saloniki to a point near |
Kuprulu. |

At Kraguyevatz the Germans
found nothing of much value in
the arsenal, all the important
equipment having been removed.

\ dispatch from Athens to the
Fxchange Telegraph Company
that in the fighting in
Babuna pass the Bulgarians were
defeated after three severe bat-
tles.

S4dvs

Suffer Serious Losses.

fMher reports from the Serhlan front
®av that the Bulgarians are suffering
serious losses in the fighting at Babuna
pass, which protects the road to Prilip
and Monastir. At present both Prilip
and Monastir are safe, although un-
ensiness persists throughout the Mon-
astlr reglon, in southernmost Serbia,
whenece some 100 refugees arrived from
=alonik] today.

Cohesion Preserved.

the Austro-Germans have paid dearly

for the advance they have made. No
battle has been fought, and
s#uch an action will not be accepted by
the Serbians at the present.

Ao artillery duel was in prégress vir-
*unlly all day yesterday at Valandova,
i the Strumitsa reglon., between the
French and the Bulgarians, a Reuter
dispatch from Salonik! states,

The Serblans are reported to be re-
ng in gdod order from Tetove be-
re 4 numerically superior force.

Serbian Resistance Heroic.

Serbian resistance to the Austro-Ger-
man drive is of the most heroic character,
according to travelers who have arrived
at Salonlkl from the front. While the
forces under Field Marshal von Macken-

(Continued on Becond Page.)
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DR. J.B. 6. CUSTIS
CALLED BY DEATH

Left This City Last Saturday
Seeking Health in Ca-
nadian Woods.

IMMEDIATE CAUSE OF
DEMISE NOT MADE KNOWN

Was One of the Leading Homeo-
pathic Physicians of the United
States.

DR. J. B. G. CUSTIS,
Word has been received of the death
at Clayton, N. Y., of Dr. J. B. Gregg

Custis, sixty years old, one of the lead-
ing physicians of Washington and one
of the foremost homeopathic practi-
tioners in the United States.

Dr. Custis, accompanied by his wife,
left Washington last Saturday for the
Canadian woods, where they had spent
the summer, returning to Washington
the first of October. BSince returning

to Washington neither Dr. nor Mrs.
Curtis had been well, and on the ad-
vice of their friends had decided to

g0 back to the Canadian woods.
Telegrams were received yesterday at
the family home, 912 15th street north-
west, telling of the serious illness of
Dr. Cugr.is..' Accordingly, Dr. J. B.
(.}regg Custis, jr., and Miss Katharine
Custis, the two older children aof Dr.
Custis, left the city yesterday for Clay-
ton, and within an hour of their de-
parture a telegram was received an-
nouncing the death of their father.

The immediate cause of his death is
not known, nor have funeral services
been arranged, awaiting the return of
Mrs. Custis and the children with the
body of Dr. Custis,

Native of Delaware.

Dr. Custis was a native of Wilming- |
ton, Del. He came to Washington |
about thirty-five years ago, establish-
ing offices at 110 East Capitol street,
where he lived for twenty years, be-
coming particularly well kneown in
East Washington. He later removed
to 912 15th street.

Dr. Custis was 2 past president of the
American Institute of Homeopathy, a
member of .the local bourd of homeo-
pathic medical examiners, and was for
a number of wvears president of the
board of medical supervisors. He was
a charter member of the University
Club, a member of Lafayette Lodge,
No. 19, F. A. A, M, and of Washington
Commandery, No. 1,  Knights Templar,
and a member of the Unanimous Club
of New York. He was u director of the
National Capital Bank.

Dr. Custis married Miss Catharine
Ritter of Frederick, Md., and she sur-
vives him. Besides his wife, his father
and mother, each more than eighty
vears old, are living. His father ig Dr.
George W, N, Custis, 1332 Massachu-
setts avenue. Three chlldren are liv-
ing, Iir. J. B. Gregg Custls, jr.,, who
practiced with him, and Horace H. Cus-
tis, a laboratory inspector for the De-|

artment " of Agriculture, and Miss
Katharine Custis.

PRESIDENT AND MRS. GALT

Chief Executive Has Held Informal
Conferences With Various Demo-
cratic Leaders in New York.

NEW YORK, November 5. —TPresident
Wilson planned to spend the hetter
part of today with Mrs. Norman Galt,

his flancee, and relatives who are in
New York.
Despite the lite hour at which the

President left the Manhattan (lub ban-
quet last night, he arose early today at

the home of Col_ | . House, where he
spent the night, and called upon Mrs,
Galt at her hot thout 9 o'cloed. Later

they were to at

I o luncheon given in

The latest wireless messages received
2t Seutari say that the cohesion of the
merbian  army has  been preserved.
Where necessary, the troops are mak-
ng an orderly strategical retirement.
Rearguard actions are being carried on
¢Meiently, and the armies are being
ntained unimpaired.

U'p to the present, the advices say,

their honor by Cleveland H. Dodge.
President 3 on had  planned to
leave for Washington at 10 o'clock, but
tdeferred his departure untii late this
jafternoon  in  order to attend Mr.
{Dodge’s luncheon. Among the guests
were Miss Helen Woodrow Hones, the

President's cousin, who accompanted
Mrs. Galt on her shopping tour here:
Miss Gertrude Gordon of Washington,
and Dr. Cary T. Grayson, Presi-

dent's naval aid and physici

The President has taken advantage of
his vigit to New York to talk informally
with vartfous demoecratic leaders, Wil-|
Ham F. MeCombs, chalrman of the dem-!
ocratic national committes, who has|
been reported to have had differences
with the President, had a long talk
with him late last night.

Fresident Wilson and Mrs. Galt were
cheered by a crowd of several hundred |

people as they left Mrs, Galt's hotel |
this afternoon to motor to the home |
of Cleveland H. Dodge for luncheon.

The crowd stood outside the hotel dur-
ing the morning, while the President
was inside calling on Mrs. Galt

Sir Robert Laidlaw Dead.
PITTEBURGH, Novermber §.—H, J.
Helnz recelved a telegram today from
London announcing the death there
vesterday of Sir Robert Laidlaw, aged |
fifty-nine, president of the World's
Sunday School Association. No details

concerning the cause of his death
were recelved. Mr. Heinz is a member
of the executive committee of ‘the as-

KING DETERMINED
10 BAR VENIZELOS
RETURN TO POWER

Expected to Dissolve Greek
Parliament Rather Than
Elevate Former Premier.

HE ALSO MAY RETAIN
THE ZAIMIS MINISTRY

London Refuses to Indulge in Pre-
mature Optimism as to Events
at Athens.

CONSTANTINE MADE TARGET

Venizelos- Sharply Criticises Ruler's
Interference With ‘“Constitu-
tional Liberties” of the People

in Speeches.

LONDON, November 5.—The
all-night meeting of the Greek
chamber, the new attack of former
Premier Venizelos on the policy
of the government and his eriti-
cism of King Constantine’s inter-
ference with “constitutional liber-

cent stages of the new political |
crisis which, for the time hein;:.'
has overshadowed the military
situation in the Balkans. Ac-
cording to latest information from
Athens, the king is expected to
continue the Zaimis cabinet and
dissolve parliament rather than
accept the other alternative of
permitting M. Venizelos to return
to power.

King Constantine is said to be
in thorough sympathy with the
conduct before the chamber of
(Gen. Yanakitsas, war minister,
whose remarks brought on the
crisis, and to have demonstrated |
appreciation of the minister’s
force by appointing him an aid-
de-camp.

London Not Optimistic.

In view of the large range of possi-
bilities and the difficulty of predicting
with certainty any definite unraveling
of the present snarl, London is not in-
dulging in premature optimism over
the defeat of the Zaimis cabinet. It is
dizposed to wait further developments
before accepting the situation as in
any way of Greece's Intention to fight
with Serbia against Bulgaria.

King Constantine has summoned
leaders of all parties to confer on the
situation resulting from the overthrow
of the Zaimis cabinet, and it is expected
the ministerial crisis will end within
twenty-four hours, according to Athens
dispatches,

Situation as Viewed in Paris.

PARIS, November 5—The conse-
quences of the new cabinet crisis in
Gireece are difficult to foresee, accord-

ing to digpatehes from Athens. It is
agreed that M. Zaimis cannot remain
in power, and under the parliamentary

regulations usually in force M. Venize-
los would be asked to form a new min-

(Continued on Fourteenth Page,)
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THE CALL FOR PREPAREDNESS.

TAMMANY HOLDS
BALANCE OF POWER

Will Control Sixteen Votes in
House of Representatives,
64th Congress.

When the Sixty-fourth Congress as-
sembles December 6, the membership
of the House of Hepresentatives will

be divided politically, as follows: Demo-
crats, 2249: republicans, 196; progres-
sives, fi; independent, 1; socialist, 1;

vacancy, L

The democratic majority, over all, on
a strict party diviseon, would be twen-
ty-five. Tammany Hall with its Brook-
lyn allies controls sixteen of these
twenty-five votes, which places the bal-
ance of power in the House in the
hands of Tammany.

OUnee in recent years Tammany ex-
erted a balance of power similarly
held, throwing its strength to the re-
publicans on a guestion of revision of
the rules, postponing the revglution
which c¢ame later -in parliamentary
practlice in the House.

Probably With Administration.

There is no reason to think at this
time, however, that Tammany will use
ity power in any way prejudicial to the
administration or the democratic party.
There is at present no political feud
hetween the White House and Tam-
many Hall, although there may be nc
affection going to waste, One would
not take the tie which bound Damon
and P'vthias as a simile of the rela-
tionship.

All that Tammany asky
coming to it" in the way of a few de-
laved items of patronage, etc., and this
doubtless will be attended to with neat-
ness and dispateh. New York politi-
clans know that Tammany is loath, as
a rule, to interfere in national demo-
t“{lli!‘. politics, except in 8o far as It
t2uches local affairs. Its wants, na-
tionally speaking, are few, and when
they are met Tammany, according to
ita code of political fair dealing, “de-
livers the goods” in return,

The elections being over, senators and
representatives wiil begin to arrive in
Washington right along, it is expected,
in anticipation of the coming session.
There will be reorganization of all the
House committees, of course, with a
great many new men to place. The ways
and means committee, which now nomi-
nates the membership of thé commit-
tees, will meet in Washington before
the session. That is to say, the hold=
over members, who will in natural or-
der expect to be part of the new com-
mittes, will assemble,

Kitchin Succeeds Underwood.

Representative Kitenin  of  North
Carolina will take the place of Oscar
Uinlerwood, who goes to the Senate, at
the head of the committee and assist
in preparing the tentative commlttee

is “what's

ligt, to be submitted to a caucus of
House democrats.

Iiepresentative Mann of  Illinois,
leader of the minority, will make up

the minority selections, to be 'l:llq be-
fore the republican ecaucus. He is in
Illinois and may not return until near
the close of the month.

Champ Clark will be unanimously re-
elected Speaker, of course, and Mr.
Mann will be given the minority hon-

orary nomination for that office. The
present elective official Sorce of the
Housge will be re-elected, while the

piltronage committee will distribute the
appointive positions to give the new

democrats a proportion of patronage.

DOCTORSNOT DEAD,
TRUCK DRIVER SAYS

Denies Villa’s Report That
American Physicians and
Chauffeurs Were Killed.

DOUGLAS, Ariz, November 5.—The
four Americans, Dr. R. H. Thigpen, Dr.

James Miller, J. I IP'yvlant and A, L.
Wilson, reported °yesterday by Gen.
Villa as having been killed by fire

of Carranzistas in the battle of Agua
Prieta, are prigsoners at Villaverde, ac-
cording to George Snow, driver of 2n
automobile truck, who arrived at Nace,
Ariz., today.

Snow said he saw the four men at
Villaverde last night, but could not
learn the nature of the charges upon
which they were held by the Villa au-
thorities.

According to Villa's report
day. the two physicvians and
chauffeurs, Pyland and Wilson, were
killed by gunfire from Gen, Calles"
forces while doing first-aid work be-
tween the lines.  Villa reported the
four men ‘“‘dead and buried.” He de-
clined to say where they were buried
or to consent to the exhumation of
the bodies.

Villa is said to he in urgent need of
surgeons to care for his wounded as a
result of the Agua Prieta attack. The
belief was generally expressed that he
had reported the death of the surgeons
a8 a ruseé so that he might use them
to attend his troops without being sub-
Ject to inquiry.

Dy, Thigpen was chief surgeon of the
Cananea  Consolidated Copper Com-
pany. Dr. Miller was his assistant.
Company offleials today, assuming
merely that Gen. Villa had made his
report through a mistake, sent Lo the
Mexican chief a request for the release
of the four men. Villa was preparing
this morning to leave Naco, and did not
immediately reply.

In addition to the report brought by
Snow that he had seen the men alive
at Villaverde, the report of their death
was contradicted today from other re-
liable sources. Villaverde is twenty
miles south of Naco.

+ Gen. Funston Confers With Villa.

Gen. Frderick Funston,
the American forces here, went to Naco
yesterday after Villa had reported to

aj. Evans of the cavalry force at
Naco that the four Americans had been
killed and buried on the battlefield.

Gen. Funston and Villa conferred at
the line and the Mexican chief told him
4 story that wvaried somewhat
that given Mnj. Evans. To one Villa
suld the men had been killed by ritfle-
men. To the other Villa said a shrap-
nel shell had killed them while they
were on the battlefield under a Red
Cross flag.

Since Villa is an outlaw in the eyes of
the United States government, Gen.
Funston could not take any action in
connection with the case. Burial par-
ties were hurried out by Gen. Calles
today with orders to burn all bodles on
the Agua Prieta battlefield, to prevent
danger of pestilence.

FOUR AVIATORS BURNED
WHEN MACHINES CRASH

PARIS, Naovember 5. —Two military
aeroplanes collided while making a land-
ing vesterday at Le Bourget. They caught
fire and the four aviators manning the
machines were burned to death.

yester-
their

commanding

The first of a series

their relations to the

e
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Washington’s Neighbors—Frederick County, Md.

of articles about Mary-

land and Virginia counties, near Washington,
showing their resources, points of interest and

Capital city. Truly,

Washington has most desirable neighbors.
Read the first of this series in The Sunday Star.
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| flooring.”

O NEN AREDEAD
ONE S BADLY HURT

Portion of Scaffold Collapses
and Workmen Fall Distance
of Sixty Feet.

Two men were fatally injured and
another badly hurt when a portion of a
scaffold built about the new Asbury
Methodist Episcopal Colored Church at
11th and K streets northwest, collapsed
shortly before % o'clock this morning.
Harry B. Belt, thirty-five years old, a
carpenter of Riverdale, Md., and John
Silk, thirty-five vears old, a stone-
mason of Towson, Baltimore county,
Md., received injuries which resulted
in their deaths at Emergency Hospital.

William Walker, colored, thirty-five
Years old, a lazborer of 713 24th street
northwest, is at the institution in a
eritical condition.

tion received by the police, iz believed

being placed on the top of the scaffold,
causing the flooring on the upper floor
to give way.

Heavy Stone on Structure.

The three men were working together
on the northeast corner of the scaffold,
shortly before 9 o'clock. A quantity of
granite blocks, many of which weighed
about fifty pounds each, together with
several stone coplings, weighing about
three hundred pounds each, had been

placed on the flooring where the men
were working, according to Samuel Q.
Narle, foreman of the stonemasons,

The breaking of the flooring was the
only warning the men had that the
seaffolding was about to coMaps=e, and
before they could reach places of safety
they were precipitated through, to-
gether with the stone and timbers, Lo
;h" ground, a distance of about sixty
eet. :

Foreman Nagle, according to his
statement, had just passed beneath the
seaffold when he heard the ecrash. He
ran to a place of safety, barely reach-
ing it when the workmen and the
debris came to the ground.

Men Pinioned Under Debris.

Nagle, with other workmen employed
on the building, ran to the place where
the men had fallen. Belt, Silk and
Walker were pinioned under the stone
and tinebers.
and the men were soon rescued. Po-
liceman F. B. MeGinnls of the first pre-
cinct arrived about the time the men
were being rescued and assisted in the
work.

MeGinnis hailed a passing antomobiie
and the injured men were placed in it
and rushed to IEmergency Hospital.
Upon their arrival at that institution
it was seen that they were in a eritical
condition. Everyvthing was done to
save their lives. B8ilk died, however,
about an hour and a half after he was
taken to the hospital, and Belt's death
came about half an hour later.

Says Men Were Warned.

“Yesterday there was a little more
stone on the flooring than there was
today,” said Foreman Nagle, “and I
warned the helpers then to be careful
how they lowered the copings on the
He said, however. he did not
know how much stone was on the floor-
ing at the time of the accident.

The foreman said he heard the break-
ing of the flooring just as he passed
under the scaffold. “I started for a
place of safety and ran under a shed,”
he said. I had just reached there
when the entire thing came through.”

Sergt. Harry Lohmuan and Detective
Jules Simpson of the first precinet
went to the place and started an in-
vastigation of the accident.

Immediately following the collapse of
the scaffold other workmen who were
employed on it, but in other sections,
quit work for the day.

Coroner Nevitt went to the scene of
the accident as soon as he heard of
the death of the two men and with the
police made a careful imvestigation.
He ordered the police to summon wit-
nesses to appear at the District morgue
tomorrow morning at 9 o'clock, wnere

an inguest will be held to- determine
the cause of the accident, E

The accident, according to informa- |

to have resulted from too much stone

Rescue work was started |

MENACE T0 PEACE,
ASSERTS BRYAN OF
PLAN FOR DEFENSE

Says President’s Program Is a
Departure From Traditions;
Reversal of U. S. Policy.

SPIRIT OF CHRISTIANITY
CHALLENGED, HIS VIEW

Read Executive's Speech With Sor-
row and Concern, Declares Former
Secretary of Sfate.

ISSUES FORMAL STATEMENT

Avers There Has Not Been a Time
in Fifty Years When There Was
Less Reason to Add to Ex-
penses of Army and

Navy.

Former Secretary Bryan came
out squarely against President
Wilson's national defense plan to-
day in a formal statement in which
he took issue with the President’s
views as expressed last night be-
fore the Manhattan Club in New
York.

“A departure irom our tradi-
tions, a reversal of our national
policy, a menace to our peace and
safety and a challenge to the
spirit of Christianity which
teaches us to influence others by
example rather than by exciting
fear.” is Mr. Bryan's view of the
national defense plan.

Opening Gun of Fight.

The former Secretary of State’s state-
ment, which reiterates views he has
previously expressefl on the subject of
preparedness for war, was regarded as
the opening gun in the fight which ad-
ministration leaders expect in Congress
against adoption of the plan. Mr. Bryan's
atatement says:

“I have read thc President’s speech at
New York with sorrow and concern. He
iz doing what he believes to be his duty,
and so long as a man followe his con-
science and judgment we cannot criticise
his motives, but we may be compelied to
dissent from his conclusions. [ feel it
my duty to dissent, and, as he has given
his views with clearness and emphasis,
those who differ from him are under a
like obligation to express themselves with
equal clearness.

“He =says that his position is different
from that of the private individual in
that the individual is {ree to speak his
own thoughts and risk his own opinion.
This sentance is a little ohscure. 1In
g0 far as he expresses hi= own opinion,
he does not differ from the private citi-
zen except that he speaks under i sense
of official responsibility, but where a
nation's fate is invelved in a policy,
every private citizen who loves his
country and tries to serve it is con-
scious of responsibility. The President
will not assume that he is more deeply
interested Iin the welfare of his country
than the millions who elected him to
be, for the time being, their spokes-
!man. And if, as he evidently believes,
'he is giving voice to the opinions of
his countrymen, he is, of course, anxious
| to have them as frank with him as he
has been with them—how otherwise
can he know whether he represents or
misrepresents their views.

Has Established Precedent.

“He has announced a policy which has
never before been adopted in this coun-
try and never indorsed by any party in
the country, and he has no way of
knowing, until he hears from the peo-
pleé, whether he has correctly Inter-
preted the will of the public. His ap-
peal is not to any party, but, as he
savs, to men of ‘all shades of opinion.’
He asks for the heariy support of the
country, meaning, of course, that he
wants the support, provided the people
favor the policy which he has outlined.
He could not, of course, ask them to
support a policy which they did not in-
dorse, especially if they considered the
policy dangerous te the country.

“From my view of the subject the
plan which he proposes is not only a

departure from our traditions, but a
reversal of our national policy. Tt is
not only a menace to our peace and

safety, but a challenge to the spirit
of Christianity, which teaches us to in-
fluence others by example rather than
by exciting fear.,

“The I'resident says that we should
he prepared ‘not for nggression, but for
defense.” That is the ground upon
which all preparation for war is made.
I What nation has ever prepared for war
lon the theory that it was preparing for
iaggression” It is only fair to assume
ithat the European rulers who are in-
Ivolved in the present war thought that

they were contributing toward the
maintenance of peace when they were
ymaking elaborate preparations for de-
| fense. It is a falee philosophy, and, be-
ing false, it inevitably leads into diffi-
culties. The spirit that makes the indi-
| vidual earry a revolver—and whoever
lcarries a revolver, except for defense ?7—
!lends him not only to use it on slight
jprovocation, but to use language which |
| provokes trouble. ‘sheak  softly, but
|earry a big stick' is one of the delusive

|maxims employed by those who put
|their faith in force.
There are two answers to it—first,

the man who speaks softly has not the
disposition to carry a elub and if a
man with a soft voice is persuaded to
carry a club his voice changes soon
as he begins to rely upon the club.

“Why Reverse Our FolicyP”

“[f there is any truth in our religion,
a nation must win respect as an in-
dividual does, not by carrying arms but
by an upright, honorable course that
invites confidence and insures good
will, This nation has won its position
in the world without resorting to the

habit of toting a pistol or carrying a
c¢lub. Why reverse our policy at this

time? The President himself *admits
that there is no reason for change.
He says:

- #Phe country is not threatened from
any quarter; she stands in friendly re-
Jation with all the world. Her re-
sources and her self-respect and eca-
pacity to care for her own citizens and
rights are well known." And to make
the statement more emphatic he adds:
“There Is no fear among us.’

“]f we're not threatened by any na-

. Tai‘ontinued on Second PQIE ]
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Commissioners Newman and
Brownlow for New System
of Federal Support.

FAVOR FAIR TAXATION °
OF PRIVATE PROPERTY

All Money to Be Covered Into Treas-
ury and U. 8. to Pay All Ex-
penses, Is Suggestion,

VIEWS NOT OF ENTIRE BOARD

Both Believe Present Form of Gove
ernment Here Should Be Re-
tained—Assessment of
1915 Defended.

The recommendations of the
civilian members of the board of
District Commissioners urging a
new system for paving the ex-
penses of the National Capital to-
day were laid before the congres-
sional committee investigating
the fiscal relations between the
United States and the District of
Columbia. Commissioner Oliver
P. Newman was the first to ad-
dress the committee. He said
that Commissioner Brownlow
agreed with him.

The recommendations of the
civiian Commissioners provide
for the abandonment of the pres-
ent half-and-half plan. They pro-
vide that the federal government
shall in the future pay all the ex-
penses of the District, and that
the citizens of the District be
taxed a fair and reasonable
amount, to be paid into the fed-
eral treasury.

The civilian . Commissioners
|also recommend that the present
form of government in the Dis-
trict be retained.

The views of Commissioners
Newman and Brownlow are pre-
sented individually and not as the
result of action by the entire
board of Commissioners. Engi-
neer Commissioner Kutz will ex-
press his views on the matter at
jissue when the hearing of the
jother Commissioners has been
concluded.

Commissioner Newman made
a detailed defense of the 1915 as-
sessment and made reply to a
number of charges regarding as-
sessments of the District made by
Herbert J. Browne,

(The arguments of Commis-
sioner Newman, in detail, will be
iound on page 13.)

Effect of Single Tax.

Commissioner Newman opened hlis
statement to the committee by replying
to a question previous=ly asked him by
Senator Works as to what would be the
effect on the tax in the Distriet of Co-
lumbia if land values only were taxed,
assuming that the present revenue ls
to be raised. This is the straight sin-
gle tax proposition.

Mr. Newmuan replied, both as to land
values only at two-thirds valuation and
at full valuation:

“Taking real estate,” =ald,
caleulations now show that there Is
3208,000,000 of land walue here, and in
order to raise the present real estate
tax revenue the rate on tweo-thirds
valuation would be £3.062 a hundred.
and if applied at full value the tax
rate would be $2.041 a hundred. Taking
into consideration all the miscellaneous
1l the gross receipt taxes on
public ut ies, the District revenues
are $7,127.2089, and to ralse this same
figure by taxes on land value only the
rate if applied at two-thirds valuation
would be $§3,421, and at full value would
be §2.254."

In beginuing his prepared discussion

he “our

revenues I

of the assessment now in foree he
said: 5 :
“I am not vielating any confldence

when I say that one of the johs we were
directed to attend to Sy the President,
when we went into oifice, wns the as-
gsezsment of property here”

Some Defective Machinery.

The committee took considerable in-
terest in Commissioner Newman's pre-
lude on the subject of the machinery
of the assessor's office, including the
board of assistant assessors and the
make-up of the board of equalization
and review, which is composed of the
asgessor, the three real estate assis=t-
ant assessors and the two personalty
assistant aszessors. Mr, Coeper want-
ed to know why the Commissioners
had not recommended a change in the
machinery for equalizing as well as
assessing, and read from a portion of
the report of the hearings on the
George bill, where Assessor Richards
had charged that previous to 192 thera
had been gross inequalities in nssess-
ments.
“And you
defective machinery
he asked.

“Yes," replied the Commissioner,
“Why has it not been changed?”
“The Commissioners have tried every
means at their disposal to have it
changed. We prepared a bill and sent
it to Congress, but it w.s not passed.”
“Was it ever introduced in the Sen-
ate?” asked Senator Works.

"

]

have practically the same
in operation now?"

»Any District legislation is unfor-
tunate to be introduced In the Senate,”
continued Senator Works, “for the Sen-
ate District committee has not done
anything in two years but confirm ap-
pointments. 1 have complained of thia
inactivity on the fioor of the Sernate.”
Senator Saulsbury made a reply:
*The Som.t' o requirément that{ sena=
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